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Peter Smart writes ……… 

 

FAREWELLS TO BISHOP NIGEL AND ANNE                                           

We at St James’ and St Ternan’s have our own local opportunity to say ‘Farewell’ to Bishop 

Nigel and Anne at our joint service at St Ternan’s on Pentecost, Sunday 4 June, at 10.30. 

Then, those who are able might like to join in the diocesan celebration of Nigel’s episcopacy at 

St Paul’s Cathedral in Dundee on Sunday 25 June at 4.00pm. This is Nigel’s final service 

before his retirement begins. If you go, and have empty seats in your car, why not offer them 

to those who might otherwise not be able to go? 

 

INTO AN EPISCOPAL INTERREGNUM 

Many of you will have more extensive knowledge of what happens during an episcopal vacancy 

than I do. But here are one or two pointers that I can offer. First, Bishop John Armes, the 

Bishop of Edinburgh, has been appointed as Acting Bishop for our Diocese during the vacancy.  

Second, the formal process to find a successor to Bishop Nigel cannot start until our new 

Primus has been nominated by the bishops from amongst their number. I say ‘new Primus’ 

because our current Primus, Bishop David of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane, is retiring at 

the same time as Nigel. The Primus is required to issue a mandate that approves the filling of 

the vacancy. I understand this will probably be in August. Then we go through some months of 

seeking applications/nominations, drawing up a shortlist for interview (presuming there are at 

least three candidates thought worthy of interview), interviewing and decision making. It has 

been estimated that, if all goes well, the earliest we are likely to have a new bishop in post will 

be early summer next year. Let’s not even contemplate the alternative at this stage.  

 

In the meantime, many of the day to day responsibilities of bishop will be undertaken by the 

Dean of the Diocese, Very Rev Francis Bridger, Rector of St Mary’s Broughty Ferry. Francis 

has offered to provide ministerial oversight of our two congregations during the episcopal 

vacancy, so we shall get to know him more over the coming months, starting I hope with our 

joint service on 30 July at St James’. 

 

ALL CHANGE! 

So, yes, it is a matter of ‘all change’. We shall need to build new relationships, as life must go 

on in the church and in our congregations. We shall need to pray for the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit for all those who are involved in the various stages of recruitment of bishop, that 

ultimately, they may make a decision that is fitting to our Lord and Saviour.  

 

 

 
To be filled with the Spirit is to have the Spirit fulfilling in us all that God intended him 

to do when he placed him there. -  Lewis S Chafer 



Pentecost - a day that changed history  

 
People call it ‘Whitsun’ because once upon a time it was a day for wearing white and going on church 

processions. The church, however, calls it ‘Pentecost’ and it’s on June 4th this year. It is a crucial date in the 

Church calendar – in some ways the birthday of Christianity as we know it.  

 

After the crucifixion, the followers of Jesus took to meeting in an ‘upper room’ in Jerusalem, with the doors 

locked ‘for fear of the Jewish authorities’.  It was here that the risen Christ appeared to them several times, 

as well as on a few occasions in other locations when they ventured out.  Eventually He told them that He 

was ‘going back to the Father’, but that they should stay in the city until they received the spiritual resources 

to do the job for which He had called them – to take His message to the world. They did as they were told, 

about 120 men and women, Luke tells us, including the mother of Jesus. 

 

Then it happened, on the Jewish feast of Shavuot, which was 50 days after the Passover.  Pentecost was a 

spiritual experience which transformed their lives. Emboldened, they emerged from the upper room and 

started preaching on the city streets. They continued to do so even when ordered to stop. What had 

happened to bring about this transformation? The answer was two words: Holy Spirit. If that sounds very 

elusive and vague, think of it in its basic meaning in the Greek of the New Testament: Breath – the very 

source of life itself, the most precious gift of God. At Pentecost, the handful of believers were brought to new 

life because the Holy Spirit of God breathed upon them. The Church was born. Two thousand people were 

baptised. Wimps became witnesses! 
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Church Attendance in Scotland - Peter Brierley 

A greater proportion of those living in Scotland go to church than those in England.  On an average 

Sunday, more than 7% of Scotland’s 5 million people are in church worshipping the Lord, against only 

5% of English people.  That is almost 400,000 Scots in church! 

 

Scotland now has almost 3,700 congregations, but over the past few years, some 300 new ones have 

started, offsetting the 750 which have closed.  The new congregations include about 100 Pentecostal 

churches, especially in cities like Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen, often started by those reaching 

out to the many new immigrants arriving in Scotland.   

 

They also include a number of Roman Catholic congregations meeting the needs of Polish people 

working for the oil industry near Aberdeen, and also many Church of Scotland groups known as “Messy 

Church”, more informal meetings often not in a church building at all.  Many, but not all, of these new 

churches are Evangelical. 

 

As well as the new people coming to freshly started churches, some of the existing churches – about 

one in every 7 – have reported strong growth in their numbers since 2011.  It is estimated some 6,000 

new people have joined these congregations.  In addition, some 52,000 children have started going to 

church over the last 14 years, some 6% of all those born in Scotland (while in England only 5% of new 

children attend). 

 

This good news of growth of some extra 70,000 people is offset by a drop in numbers of a quarter of 

a million people, meaning an overall decline of 180,000, equivalent to 10 congregations closing every 

month.  This decline is largely due to many older people passing on.   
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THE WAY I SEE IT:  Objects are not cruel; people are Canon David Winter 

 

Once upon a time a terrorist needed a gun or, preferably, a bomb.  We were constantly urged to keep 

our eyes open for people acting ‘suspiciously’ or carrying suspicious-looking things.  Now, it seems, that 

era has given way to an even more sinister one. This year’s chosen terrorist weapon is a motor vehicle.  

 

The people walking across Westminster Bridge on that March afternoon could not possibly know which 

of the ordinary cars or lorries rolling past them was ‘suspicious’. There were no sensible precautions 

they could have taken. And then, from nowhere, it seems, they were the victims of a major terrorist 

attack. A week or two later much the same thing happened in Stockholm, as it had done in Nice a few 

months earlier. Suddenly the motor-car, which stands innocently outside almost every house in Britain, 

and the lorry which brings food to our supermarket, have turned into vicious weapons of assault. 

 

I thought of this over Holy Week this year, when several of our hymns speak of the ‘cruel nails’ which 

pinned Jesus to the cross, or the ‘cruel tree’ on which he died. But of course, the nails weren’t cruel – 

just ordinary ones, that could have been mending someone’s fence. The ‘tree’ was totally innocent, cut 

down from a nearby forest where it had offered shade and comfort. Objects aren’t ‘cruel’ or ‘evil’ of 

themselves. People are. Just laws and effective security will help to restrain evil actions, but in the 

end, you change the world by changing people.  

 

Those last few hours on Good Friday show it taking place. The soldiers who drove in those nails were 

forgiven. Their officer recognised in the man on the cross a ‘son of God’, and the penitent thief found 

paradise. The agent of it all was a dying man, the one we call ‘Saviour’. It still is. 

 

 

 

 

Why ministry and discipleship are not the same Rt Rev Robert Paterson 
 
Service and servanthood are part of the DNA of every Christian disciple and of the Church, but during the 
last couple of generations, the buzz word in church has been ‘ministry’ (which literally means the same thing) 
and quite a trade was established in making Christians feel guilty if they weren’t ‘ministering’, while fewer 
people outside wanted to join in this energetic ecclesial activity.  Thankfully we are shifting our attention to 
helping Christians to be Christians by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The more our talk revolves around ‘ministry’, the more we devalue and disable Christian disciples whose 
calling is not to do something for the benefit of the church but to be Christians.  Put simply, discipleship is 
what all Christians are called to – we are all disciples of the Lord – whereas ministry is a summons by the 
Lord to some activity and, in particular, an activity for and/or on behalf of the Church. 
 
The concept of ministry has a range of interpreters.  At one end of the scale are those who divide the Church 
into the few who minister and the majority who don’t; at the other end are those who assume that every 
Christian is a minister with at least one ministry.  A couple of generations ago we were at one extreme and 
ministry normally meant ordination; then opinion swung to the other extreme, and ministry came to mean 
activities every Christian should engage in, calling each little act of service ‘our ministry’.  Both are fatal traps 
into which we easily fall.  ‘When all is ministry, ministry fades away.’’ (T.F. O’Meara: Theology of Ministry, 
Paulist Press, 1983) 

 
Ministry is always the servant of mission.  God’s mission is the outgoing love of God the Holy Trinity for His 
creation expressed in the mission of the Son: namely the incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension 



of our Lord Jesus Christ in whom God has reconciled the world to Himself and through whom the Holy Spirit 
has been given.  That mission Christ has committed to His Church as a royal priesthood in making disciples, 
baptising, teaching and being His body in the world. (Matthew 28:19,20; John 20:21,22, Romans 1:16,17) 
 

 
Good, called, well-trained, accredited, commissioned and accountable ministers in many areas of witness 
are vital to equip the Church for the mission of God.  Despite the few who scorn the use of the word 
‘mission’, it is where God starts and ends. 
 
Both mission and ministry serve the purpose of drawing people into a relationship with God the Holy Trinity 
through faith in Jesus Christ so that all may enjoy reconciliation in His love, and that life in our communities, 
churches and as individuals may be enriched by the Gospel and reflect the joy of the Kingdom of God. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Sending Prayer- By Daphne Kitching 
 
Heavenly Father, Thank you that you are a sending God. From your divine community of Father, Son and 
Spirit, you sent Jesus to live as one of us, to die, rise and ascend for us. You then graciously sent your Spirit 
to live in us to equip us for our own sending.   
 
Help us Lord, to hear your voice, to respond to your empowered sending, to be witnesses of your love and 
reality and relevance in our troubled world. Help us each to be willing to say, “Here am I, send me!” And then 
to go.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
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What’s the Big Idea? - an introduction to the Books of the Old Testament: Job- Rev Paul Hardingham   
 
‘Why does God allow suffering?’ This is the most frequently question asked of the Christian faith, because 

we believe in a God who is both good and powerful. It is the book of Job which explores this issue. 

 

Job is part of the wisdom literature, along with Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. We are given 

no clue as to identity of the author or when the book was written. The picture of life described in Job fits well 

with the patriarchal period (around 1600 BC). However, being part of the wisdom tradition, means the book 

would probably have been written between the time of Solomon and the Exile.  

 

Job was both wealthy and righteous, yet he experienced catastrophic suffering, losing all his wealth, children 

and health. This is portrayed as a resulting from Satan’s challenge to God, to test whether Job’s devotion to 

God was dependent on his circumstances or not.  

 

The main body of the book (3:1-42:6) consists of dialogues between Job, his friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and 

Zophar) and God. Job and his friends are working with the assumptions that God is almighty and perfectly 

just, and no human being is wholly innocent. In the three cycles of speeches they wrestle with the reasons 

for Job’s suffering, remembering his morally upright character. Finally all are silenced by God, as he speaks 

himself (chs 38-42). He points out that Job knows very little about the universe when he reflects on God’s 

power.  Job confesses his lack of understanding and weakness, but goes on to confess his confidence and 

trust in God. The issues of his suffering melt away in the power of God’s presence.  Job is not condemned 

and the book ends with the restoration of his family and possessions. 

 

The importance of this book is that it realistically addresses the painful questions of life. Like Job we can be 

surrounded by unhelpful friends who want to explain the pain and end up offering simplistic answer to life’s 

most painful questions. The book of Job is not so much about why God allows suffering, as it is about how 

we should respond to suffering. Job’s trust in God is evident throughout the book: ‘Naked I came from my 

mother's womb, and naked I shall depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of 

the LORD be praised.’ (1:21) 
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Signs and symbols:  alpha, omega and other Greek letters - Rev Dr Jo White 

 

This month we’ll look at a few symbols to help us think about God using abbreviations from ancient 

Greek words.  The most common and often the most misunderstood is this one - IHC. 

 
 

People sometimes think they come from the Latin’ ‘Jesus Hominum Salvator’ meaning, ‘Jesus, 

saviour of the world’, or even ‘In his service’.  But they don’t.  They are the first three letters of the 

Greek for JESUS - which in Greek was IHCOYC. 

 

Just to confuse you, Greek has two ways of writing the sound ‘s’ as in the middle of Jesus.  It can 

be either a ‘C’ or what looks like a rather stylised ‘E’. 

 

To confuse you more, when you translate the Greek letters IHC into Latin they come out as ‘IHS’.  

So, you can see both spellings that mean the same thing. 

 

In many churches this abbreviation has been repeated and used to decorate the whole length of the 

white cloth covering the altar. 

 

A much easier abbreviation is the next one which is the first and last letters of the Greek capital 

alphabet - Alpha(A) and Omega (a funny-looking O or Q).  In English, it would be ‘AZ’.    

Alpha/Omega is used to mean the infinity of God, that he is eternal; from the beginning to the end.  

 
You’ll sometimes also see AW, because this was the lower-case Greek. 

 

Another Greek word used is NIKA which means ‘Victor’.  So sometimes you’ll see a cross with the 

four corners having two letters in each:  IC meaning Jesus; XC meaning Christ; NI being the first 

two letters; and KA the last two letters of NIKA.   So, you get: ‘Jesus Christ, the Victor’. 

 

Sometimes the alpha and omega will be placed either side of another letter or letters.  One example 

is with the letter ‘M’ which is sometimes used to mean ‘found blameless’.  So AMQ comes from 

Philippians 2:15. ‘So that you may be innocent and pure as God’s perfect children ... ‘ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Ever feel pigeonholed at church? Helen Parry 
 
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great 

wonders and signs among the people.  (Acts 6:8) 

 

What is your position in the church?’ we may sometimes ask. ‘What is your 

role?’ Directed by our sense of order, we like to know who is responsible 

for what. And in the workplace, roles may be even more clear-cut. ‘I can’t 

help you’, we tell the inquirer on the phone, and then – if we’re concerned about PR – ‘but I know someone 

who can’.  

 

As the early Church in Jerusalem began to grow, social needs appeared among the believers. It was not, 

however, until the Greek-speaking widows began to complain of neglect that the apostles recognised the 

need to delegate. So, the Church chose seven men to oversee the distribution of food. One of them was 

Stephen. 

 

Although these people had a specific responsibility, it is apparent that they were not confined to it. For 

Stephen, we read, ‘performed great wonders and signs among the people’. Perhaps the apostles were 

surprised at this first instance of wonders being performed by someone who was not an apostle. Stephen 

was on the ‘administrative’ staff, not a member of the ‘ministry’ team. But there is no evidence in the biblical 

account that anyone tried to curb Stephen’s use of his extraordinary spiritual gift.  

 

Equally surprising, perhaps, is that the skills required of those who were to distribute the food aid were not 

administrative so much as spiritual. ‘Full of the Spirit and wisdom’ (Acts 6:3) was the character specification; 

and Stephen is described as being ‘full of faith and of the Holy Spirit’, and ‘full of God’s grace and power’ 

(Acts 6:5, 8).  

 

References in several of the New Testament letters make it clear that the gifts of the Spirit were given to men 

and women in the Church according to God’s sovereign will. To close our minds against the possibility of any 

member of our fellowship exercising spiritual gifts today may be defining our roles too narrowly, and even 

hindering the wind of the Spirit. May we all daily seek to be – like Stephen – filled with the Spirit, with faith, 

and with God’s grace and power, and perhaps God will surprise us with new roles. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Celebrating our 999 service- Tim Lenton 
 
The 999-emergency service was introduced 80 years ago this month – on 30th June 1937, in the 
London area only. 
 
It was the first service of its kind in the world, and a notice in the Evening News suggested that the 
public should use it only if "the man in the flat next to yours is murdering his wife, or you have seen 
a heavily masked cat burglar peering round the stack pipe of the local bank building”. 
For less urgent matters, such as a lorry coming to rest in their garden, people were advised to “just 
call up the local police”. 
 
The first call resulted in the arrest of a would-be burglar, but not all were so serious. Of 1336 calls 
made in the first week, 91 were prank calls. 
 
One of the more unexpected results of the 999 service was its effect on telephone switch-rooms, 
where a “raucous buzzer” sounded when someone dialled 999. It was reported that “a few of the 
girls found the situation too much and had to be carried out”. 



Despite that, 999 was a big success, but it wasn't until after World War Two that it reached most 
other parts of the UK. It became available to the entire country only when all the telephone 
exchanges were automated in 1976. 
 
The idea for an emergency number came after operators couldn't be reached to alert the fire 
brigade to a fire that killed five women in London's Wimpole Street in 1935. The number 999 was 
chosen because it was easy to dial, even in the dark, on old-style phones. The US waited until 1968 
to introduce its own emergency number, 911. 
 
More than half of genuine 999 calls ask for police assistance. The next most requested is the 
ambulance service, followed by the fire brigade and, finally, the coastguard.  
Some churches have used the idea of an emergency service for people in need of various kinds of 
help – though in those cases the number 999 is replaced by a series of Scriptural references. 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Friday Focus 
 
June 2 Come, Holy Spirit 
 
Luke 1:35 
When we pray, ‘Come, Holy Spirit’ we don't immediately think of Mary! Yet, when we reflect on this verse 
from Luke, it reminds us that praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’ will bring all sorts of changes and disruption into our 
lives! Yet, it is through Mary's welcoming of God's Spirit that transformation on a global, even cosmic scale, 
was enacted.  
 
Loving God we pray, Come Holy Spirit! We trust you, and we want to open our lives and be willing to be 
changed and disrupted in the process. As we pray for your Kingdom to come, we ask that you would give us 
the humility and courage to receive and release your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Lynn Green, General Secretary, Baptist Union 
 
June 9 Praying for Muslim communities 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4-6 
As Muslims worldwide continue in Ramadan, praying for a revelation from heaven, and praying daily that 
they will know the ‘Right Way’, join with millions of believers who will also be praying each day for Jesus to 
be unveiled to them in dreams and visions, and through meeting believers who love them.  
 
Father, thank you that you are revealing yourself to millions of Muslims worldwide. As they daily seek the 
‘Right Way’ for their lives, will you reveal yourself to them as ‘Isa Al Masih’ (Jesus the Messiah), who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. Forgive us for our fear, and fill our hearts with love for them. 
Gordon Hickson, Mahabba Network 
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June 16 Pray for five: people we meet 
 
Acts 12:5-17 
The believers in Acts 12 prayed ‘earnestly’ for Peter who was in prison, but when they heard he’d 
miraculously escaped, they responded ‘You’re out of your mind’! Let’s pray for opportunities to share Jesus 
with the people we’ll meet today and in our daily lives. 
 
Our God and Father, we thank you that you already know the people we will meet each day. Help us to pray 
daily for opportunities to share Jesus with those we encounter. Grow our faith so that we pray with 
expectation, having our eyes and hearts open, and let’s expect God to move. 
Lucy Olofinjana, Evangelical Alliance 
 
June 23 Discipleship 
 
Romans 12:2 
The apostle Paul gives us an interesting insight on discipleship. It does not begin in the will but in the mind 
where we store our beliefs and values. One area for discipleship is our missionality; how we reach out to 
other people, and this also begins in the mind. 
 
Heavenly Father, so often I respond to people on the basis of what I see and I don’t see people as you see 
them. I ask that you enlarge my heart and mind that I might see each individual, whatever their background, 
as beautiful and wonderful, created in your image. 
 
Laurence Singlehurst, Cell UK and HOPE 
 
June 30 Prison Chaplains at work 
 
Isaiah 58:6 
Being a Prison Chaplain is like no other ministry I know of. Every day they work tirelessly to offer hope, 
support and care to some of the nation’s most vulnerable people and those who keep them in custody. Every 
day they get the opportunity to see Jesus in the eyes of the prisoner. Do you know a chaplain at a prison you 
could pray for?  
  
Almighty God, we pray for Prison Chaplains who are today ministering faithfully with the recently bereaved, 
the suicidal, victims and perpetrators of violence, those without hope, and those with hope recently reborn. 
May they experience a renewed revelation of you in the midst of their ministry, which today reminds them of 
the glorious hope by which they were called.  
Bob Wilson, Free Churches Faith Advisor to NOMS and Prison Hope 
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Pastoral Search Report 

 
The following is our confidential report on the present candidates for the role of our next minister.  It does not 
make for happy reading.    
 
Adam: Good man, but problems with his wife. Also, one reference told of how his wife and he enjoy walking 
nude in the woods. 
 
Noah: Former pastorate of 120 years, with no converts. Prone to unrealistic building projects. 

 
Abraham: Though the references reported wife-swapping, the facts seem to show he never slept with 
another man’s wife, but did offer to share his own wife with another man. 
 
Joseph: A big thinker, but probably a braggart; believes in dream-interpreting, and has a prison record. 
 
Moses: A modest and meek man, but poor communicator, even stuttering at times. Sometimes blows his 
stack and acts rashly. Some say he left an earlier position over a murder charge. 
 
David: The most promising leader of all, until we discovered the affair he had with his neighbor’s wife. 
 
Solomon: Great preacher, but our parsonage would never hold all those wives. 

 
Elijah: Prone to depression - collapses under pressure.  
 
Elisha: Reported to have lived with a single widow while at his former church. 

 
Hosea: A tender and loving pastor, but our people could never handle his wife’s occupation. 
 
Deborah: Female.  

 
Jeremiah: Emotionally unstable, alarmist, negative, always lamenting things, and reported to have taken a 
long trip to bury his underwear on the bank of foreign river. 
 
Isaiah:  On the fringe? Claims to have seen angels in church. Has trouble with his language. 
 
Jonah:  Refused God’s call into ministry until he was forced to obey by getting swallowed up by a great fish. 
He told us the fish later spit him out on the shore near here. We hung up. 
 
Amos:  Too backward and unpolished. With some seminary training he might have promise, but has a hang-
up against wealthy people. Might fit in better in a poor congregation. 
 
John:  Says he is a Baptist, but doesn’t dress like one. Has slept in the outdoors for months on end, has a 
weird diet, and provokes denominational leaders. 
 
Peter:  Too blue collar. Has a bad temper - even has been known to curse. Had a big run-in with Paul in 

Antioch. Aggressive, and a loose canon.  
 
Paul:  Powerful CEO type leader and fascinating preacher. However, short on tact, unforgiving with younger 
ministers, harsh and has been known to preach all night. 
 
Timothy:  Too young.  
 
Jesus:  Has had popular times, but once when his church grew to 5000 he managed 
to offend them all and this church dwindled down to twelve people. Seldom stays in 
one place very long. And, of course, he’s single. 
 
Judas:  His references are solid. A steady plodder. Conservative. Good 
connections. Knows how to handle money. We’re inviting him to preach this Sunday. 
Possibilities there. 



Two thoughts on the Trinity  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Understanding the Trinity The Rev Paul Hardingham 
 
‘The words ‘God is love’ have no real meaning unless God contains at least two Persons. Love is something that one 
person has for another person. If God was a single person, then before the world was made, He was not love.’ (CS 
Lewis).  
 
Trinity Sunday takes place this month (11th June), yet the idea of One God in three Persons is not easy to get our heads 
around. CS Lewis was right in saying that we have to understand the doctrine in relational terms. So why is the Trinity 
so important for us? 
 
First, the Trinity provides us with a model of community. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit relate to one another in 
ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ǘ His baptism, Jesus the Son is obedient to His 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ Iƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴƻƛƴǘǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ {ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨperichoresisΩΣ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
dance. In this divine dance, each person of the Godhead complements and builds on the work of other members of 
the Trinity. God intends that our life together in the Christian community should reflect the very life of God Himself. 
 
Secondly, we find our mission in the Trinity. Jesus said, ‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ As the Father sent 
Iƛǎ {ƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǎƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŜƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΗ hǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ 
from the standpoint of the Triune God, who created, redeemed, and enables us to do it. 
 
All three persons of the Godhead are at work in our lives and church, as well as in the world around. If we live with a 
ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŜǇŜƴΣ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
work that God has chosen for us will take on a new vitality and urgency. 
‘At the heart of reality lies the love between the Father and the Son. The Spirit unites us with Christ so that we begin to 
experience the same depth of love that exists between the Father and the Son.’ (Graham Tomlin). 
 
Trinity- Ven. John Barton 
If I say the doctrine of the Trinity is a work in progress, I may incur the wrath of theologians who, with their forbears, 
have laboured, studied and debated it for centuries.  Nevertheless, even now the family of Orthodox churches differ 
from Catholic and Protestant churches in the way they define the relationship of the Holy Spirit to the Father and the 
{ƻƴΦ  Lǎ άǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚ 
 
We have to admit that human words can never adequately describe the Creator of the Cosmos, who is God-with-us in 
the Person of Jesus, and the ever-present Holy Spirit, making God known to us, stirring up our individual gifts and 
prompting us to behave as children of God.   
 
But we must do the best we can with the words we have, to portray the ways which we, collectively and personally, 
encounter God.  To make sure that our definitions remain orthodox, we have the classic Creeds to help us.  They were 
produced when heresies threatened to misrepresent Christian experience, often by denying the divinity of Christ and 
so undermining the good news of our salvation.  It may be a surprise to learn that the first known heresy was actually 
the opposite.  It claimed that Jesus was some kind of apparition and only seemed to be human.  With this in mind, the 
writer of the First Letter of John in the New Testament insisted: 
 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿhich was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
at and our hands have touchedτthis we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim 
to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ {ƻƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 
 



Although this applies uniformly to every Christian, our distinctive God-ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƭƻƴŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ όΨ{ǇƛƪŜǎΩΣ ΨtǊƻǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIŀǇǇȅ-/ƭŀǇǇȅΩύ Ƴŀȅ ǾŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
faith will change and grow throughout our ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ {ǘ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
DƻŘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪέΦ hƴŜ DƻŘΥ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
St Alban – British martyr under the Romans 

 
On June 22nd, the Church remembers St Alban, who was put to death on that day in 250AD, on the site of 
the town in Hertfordshire that now bears his name and has a splendid cathedral which houses his shrine.  
 
Christianity was struggling to survive in third century Britain under Roman rule. In the middle of the century 
there were two periods of specific and ruthless persecution. During one of these Alban, who was not a 
Christian himself, gave shelter to a Christian priest who was being hunted down by the authorities.  
 
During his stay with Alban the priest greatly impressed him with the depth and integrity of his faith, and he 
sought instruction and then baptism. Eventually, however, the soldiers tracked the priest down and he would 
have been taken away and killed.  
 
Alban, however, put on the priest’s robes, so that when the soldiers arrived they assumed he was their prey. 
The priest was able to continue his ministry, but Alban was taken away, interrogated and eventually charged 
with promoting a banned religion. All through, he refused to say anything that could implicate anyone else, 
but (according to an account by the Venerable Bede) boldly confessed his faith in Christ. He was tried, 
sentenced to death, and executed.  
 
He is widely recognised as the first British martyr, though two Christians were martyred in Wales during the 
same persecutions. Alban’s body was buried near the site of the present town and later became a major 
place of pilgrimage.  

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 
 

Short prayers 

 

 Prayers don’t need to be long to be acceptable to God.  For instance, consider: 

 

¶ Peter (Matt 14.30): ‘Lord, save me!’ 

¶ A Canaanite woman (Matt 15.25):  ‘Lord, help me.’ 

¶ Samuel (1 Sam. 3:10):  ‘Speak, for your servant is listening’. 

¶ Psalm 43.3:  ‘O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your 

holy hill and to your dwelling.’ 

 

Christians in later years have adopted the same form. Why not practise saying a simple sentence 

prayer each day – and simply mean what you say? 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=MX8qzffE&id=09A04B8D0B06AC6440C28145CF1A4EDD5E45665B&thid=OIP.MX8qzffEJHGi9r4rIVvXVAEsCG&q=%2bclip+art+religious+Saints&simid=608052759386390543&selectedIndex=27


Michelangelo:   ‘Lord, make me see your glory in every place.’ 

Gladys Aylward:   ‘O God, give me strength.’ 

William Barclay:   ‘O God, keep me from being difficult to live with.’ 

Francois Fenelon:   ‘Teach me to pray.  Pray yourself in me.’ 

John Wesley:   ‘O Lord, let us not live to be useless, for Christ’s sake.’    
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 
 

 
Come, Holy Spirit of Jesus  By Daphne Kitching  

(Rev 3:20 Acts 2:4)  

 

At my invitation,  

at the opening of my heart,  

just as you promised, Lord, you come,  

to ignite your flame of  love and presence,  

to leap through words of scripture  

and prayers and songs.  

 

Into my life, Lord, you come,  

bringing purpose, joy, peace  

and the assurance  

that this is just the beginning  

of forever and ever.  

 

Holy Spirit of Jesus  

come, fill me, comfort me , 

equip me, inspire me  

today.  
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ROTA ---- JUNE 2017  
 

Date: CELEBRANT/ 
Pastoral Assistant/ 

Address/Chalice 

Readers/ 
Intercessions: 

Readings: Sidesperson Cleaning/Flowers 
Teas 

 04/06/17 
The Day of 
Pentecost 
Whitsunday 
 
 
 

BISHOP NIGEL 
Irene Butler  
 
Carl Nelson 

T.B.A. 
 
 
Ken Tonge 

ACTS 2:  1-21 
1 CORINTHIANS12:  3B-13 
JOHN 20:  19-23 
 

Bob 
Mathewson  

Rhona Vassilikos  
Peggy Tonge  

11/06/17 
Trinity Sunday 

JOHN USHER 
Irene Butler  
 
Address:  R Middleton 
 Eric Hargreaves 

Katie Gill  
Sue Selway  
Eric Hargreaves  
 
Sue Selway  
 

GENESIS 1:  1-2, 4A 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:  11-13 
MATTHEW 28:  16-20 

Carl Nelson  Kathleen 
Northcroft  
Rhoda Nelson  

 

18/06/17 
Pentecost 2 

REV JANE NELSON  
Sheila Usher   

Carol Masson  
Jan Horn  
John Usher  
  
Sheila Usher  

EXODUS 19:  2-8A 
ROMANS  5:  1-8 
MATTHEW 9:  35-10:8  (9-23) 

Jan Horn  Sheila Usher  
Carol Masson  

 

25/06/17 
Pentecost 3 

ARMA ILES  
Irene Butler  
 
George Masson 
 

George Masson  
Di Driver  
Ken Tonge 
 
Muriel 
Hargreaves  
  

JEREMIAH 20:  7-13 
ROMANS 6:  1b-11 
MATTHEW 10:  24-39 

Bob 
Mathewson  

Muriel Hargreaves  
Peggy Tonge  

02/07/17 
Pentecost 4 

 
Sheila Usher  

Sheila Usher  
Carl Nelson  
Sue Manson  
 
Ken Tonge 
  

JEREMIAH 28:  5-9 
ROMANS 6:  12-23 
MATTHEW 10:  40-42 
 

Carl Nelson  Sue Manson/ 
Di Driver  
Rhoda Nelson  

 


